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OPTOMETRY BOARD 
MINUTES 

January 29, 2004 
 
 
 
PRESENT: Chis Hubbell, Lynne LeCount, Leon Griffin, Jeff Sarazen, Ray Heiser 
  
EXCUSED: Kerry Griebneow, Heather Hinson,  
 
STAFF PRESENT: Kimberly Nania, Bureau Director; Ruby Jefferson-Moore, Legal Counsel;  
                                Gina York, Minute Taker; and other Department staff   
  
GUESTS: NONE 
 
    

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chris Hubbell, called the meeting to order at 9:18am.  A quorum of five members was present. 
 
 

AGENDA 
Additions to the Agenda:

 Time of Board meeting changed from 10:00am to 9:00am.   
 

 MOTION: Ray Heiser moved, seconded by Jeff Sarazen, to approve the agenda with as 
amended.   
   Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES JULY 30, 2003 
Amendments to the Minutes:  

None. 
 
 MOTION: Ray Heiser moved, seconded by Lynne LeCount, to approve the minutes of July 
30, 2003 as written.     Motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
The Optometry Examining Board held election for officers on January 29, 2004.  
 

MOTION: Ray Heiser moved, seconded by Jeff Sarazen, to nominate that the slate of 
board officers remain the same and to cast a unanimous vote.   Motion carried 
unanimously. 
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The results from the Board’s elections are as follows: 
 

ELECTION RESULTS  
CHAIR Chris Hubbell 
VICE CHAIR Leon Griffin 
SECRETARY Lynne LeCount 
  

 
The Board also reviewed all committees and board member assignments. Below is a list identifying 
the committee and those assigned to each.  
 
 Screening Committee – Members assigned: Leon Griffin, Jeff Sarazen, and Lynne LeCount. 
 Statutes and Rules Committee – Members assigned: Kerry Griebneow, Ray Heiser, and Lynne 
LeCount. 
  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
KIMBERLY NANIA 

 
 Kimberly Nania, Bureau Director of Health Services, informed the Board of two retirements in the 
Department's Legal Counsel Division. Attorney Bill Dusso, Supervisor and Head Legal Counsel, and 
Attorney Wayne Austin, Legal Counsel to various professional boards.  The Department has chosen a 
new Head Legal Counsel his name is Steve Gloe. 
 
Remodeling of the building is in progress and the plans have been finalized and are going up for bids 
now. Some of the renovation has started and in order to not interrupt board meetings there has been a 
reduction in board meetings for all professional boards. Secretary Strong Hill shared specifics on the 
renovation with the Board at today's meeting. 
 
Currently, the Department is doing a time study and all staff are recording the amount of time they are 
spending on tasks for professions and their boards. This data may be used in determining if there 
should be an increase in licensure fees. 
 
All applications and code books are now on-line and can be accessed through the DRL Website. The 
Regulatory Digest will be published twice a year and if there are any articles to be included in the next 
issue, please submit them to Kimberly Nania. Dr. Nania will forward to the individual who will be 
preparing the digests for publication. There has not been a definite decision on how the digests will be 
distributed. Dr. Nania will keep the Board informed of any further updates.  
 
 
 
 
 

PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED STIPULATIONS  
   
There were no stipulations to be presented before the Board at today's meetng.  
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SUMMARY OF REPORTS ON PENDING COURT CASES, DISCIPLINARY 
CASES AND ADMINISTRATIVE RULES AND PRESS RELEASES 

 
Ruby Jefferson-Moore, Legal Counsel, reviewed the report with the Board and a question regarding 
the LRB 0678 bill came up. Dr. Nania will check with Christopher Klein, Executive Assistant, on the 
status of this bill and provide information to the Board at the next Board meeting.  
 

 
JURISPRUDENCE EXAM UPDATE  

 
Barbara Showers, Office of Education and Examinations, discussed with the Board the handling of 
exam challenges and whether the Board would like to review the exam. The Board requested to inform 
Gail Pizarro, Exam Specialist, that they wish to review the exam and will discuss any possible 
revisions in a separate session on April 29, 2004 immediately following the adjournment of the regular 
Board meeting.  
 
 

DISCUSSION OF CE AUDITS 
LYDIA BRIDGE 

 
Lydia Bridge, Office of Education and Examination, discussed with the Board the CE audit process. 
The Board reviewed the letter and worksheet to go out to licensees requesting the submission of 
documentation of meeting the CE requirements. The list of Board approved courses will be send along 
with the information to those randomly chosen for the audit and it will also be posted on the DRL 
Website. Ms. Bridge will review documentation submitted to determine compliance of the CE 
requirements and will bring forward any problem issues that may arise or if and individual is not in 
compliance.  Ms. Bridge will provide a status report regarding the audit at the next Board meeting.  
 
 
 

REVIEW OF SCOPE STATEMENT AND TEXT OF RULE PERTAINING  
TO CHEATING ON CREDENTIALING EXAMINATIONS 

 
 Informational. This scope statement was initiated by the Department due to new technologies and an 
increase of incidents involving cheating on credentialing examinations. The objective of this rule is to 
create uniform policies and procedures concerning cheating on credentialing examinations, and 
clarifies offenses and penalties for cheating as they relate to the reexamination of applicants. This rule 
would apply to all applicants seeking a credential from the department, an examining board or an 
affiliated credentialing board.  
 
 

NEW FEDERAL REGULATIONS REGARDING CONTACT  
LENS PRESCRIPTION 
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Ruby Jefferson-Moore, Legal Counsel, discussed the new federal regulations regarding contact lens 
prescription, which will be going into effective February 6, 2004. The Board requested this issue be 
handled through the Rule Committee. Attorney Jefferson-Moore shared that there has been a new 
regulatory reform bill now in effect that will impact on how scope statements will be handled in the 
future.   
 
 

REPORT OF STATUTES AND RULES COMMITTEE  
 
The Statutes and Rules Committee did not meet today. There is nothing to report at this time.  
 
 

DISCUSSION REGARDING ARBO  
 
Noted.  
 

2004 MEETING DATES 
 
The Board reviewed the meeting dates and screening dates set for 2004. 
 
 MOTION: Leon Griffin moved, seconded by Ray Heiser, to approve the   
                                    2004 meeting schedule.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 

 
WOA REPORT ON DRAFT OF THEIR LEGISLATION REGARDING 449;  

CLEAN UP AND MODERATION OF THE STATUTES 
 
Peter Theo, WOA,  was not present at today's meeting to provide any updates on this topic.  
 
 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

CHANGE TO LENGTH OF ACCEDITATION AND ANNUAL REPORTING PROCESS  
FOR PROFESSIONAL OPTOPMETRY DEGREE PROGRAMS 

 
Noted. 
 

REPORT ON PEDIATRIC EYE EXAMINATIONS 
 

 
Noted. 
 

ARBO LIAISON FOR WISCONSIN 
 

The Board postponed this topic until the April 2004 Board meeting.  
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SURVEY FOR UNIFORM LICENSE MOBILITY 

 
The Board reviewed and completed the survey from CELMO Survey of States. Gina York will fax this 
on behalf of the Board after the meeting.  
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE AND INQUIRIES BY LEGAL COUNSEL 
 
Ruby Jefferson-Moore, Legal Counsel, did not have any correspondence or inquiries before the Board 
at today's meeting.  
 

VISITOR COMMENTS 
 
None. 

CLOSED SESSION 

MOTION: Ray Heiser moved, seconded by Leon Griffin, to convene to Closed Session to 
deliberate on cases involving   hearings, monitoring reports, proposed stipulations, 
administrative warnings, case closings, examination issues,   request for appeal of denials, 
application review, and reinstatement requests and case status reports. Motion   carried by 
roll call vote:  Leon Griffin-yes; Chris Hubbell-yes; Lynne LeCount-yes; Jeff Sarazen-yes;  
  Ray Heiser-yes.   
 
 
Open session recessed at 11:34 p.m. 
 
 

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION 
 

 MOTION:   Jeff Sarazen moved, seconded by Leon Griffin, to reconvene into open session 
at 11:51 p.m..  Motion carried unanimously.    

 
 

VOTE ON ITEMS CONSIDERED OR DELIBERATED UPON IN CLOSED SESSION    
 
 
 
 
 

MONITORING REPORT 
 
NONE. 
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REVIEW OF FILE FOR APPROVAL OF EDUCATIONAL CREDENTIALS OF 

 FLORA RODRIQUEZ  
  

 
 MOTION:   Lynne LeCount moved, seconded by Jeff Sarazen, to postpone this decision to 

the next meeting to gather additional information from other sources and 
request that the applicant to provide an official copy of her transcript .  Motion 
carried unanimously.    

 
 

DIVISION OF ENFORCEMENT CASE STATUS REPORT 
 

  
 MOTION:   Jeff Sarazen moved, seconded by Ray Heiser, to close case 03 OPT 015 for no 

violation. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

CONSULT WITH LEGAL COUNSEL  
 
The Board consulted with Ruby Jefferson-Moore, Legal Counsel, as needed throughout the meeting.  

 
 

OTHER BOARD BUSINESS 
 

NONE. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 MOTION: Ray Heiser moved, seconded by Lynne LeCount, to adjourn the meeting at 

11:58 a.m.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
 
 

NEXT MEETING:  April 29, 2004 
 
 
 
 


